DEC- 27]                   ST JOHN, EVANGELIST

might rescue men from error, idolatry, or the snares of vice.   A remarkable
instance is recorded by Clement of Alexandria and Eusebius.    When
St John returned from Patmos to Ephesus, he made a visitation of the
churches of Lesser Asia to correct abuses and supply them with worthy
pastors.    Coming to a neighbouring city, after having made a discourse,
he observed a young man in the company of a fair stature and pleasing
aspect, and being much taken with him, he presented him to the bishop
whom he had ordained for that see, saying, " In the presence of Christ,
and before this congregation, I earnestly recommend this young man to
your care."    The bishop took the trust upon him and promised to dis-
charge it with fidelity.   The apostle repeated his injunction and went back
to Ephesus.   The young man was lodged in the bishop's house, instructed,
kept to good discipline, and at length baptized and confirmed by him.
When this was done, the bishop, as if the person had been now in a state
of security, began to slacken the reins and be less watchful over him.
This was quickly perceived by z company of idle, debauched wretches,
who allured the youth into their society.   By bad company he soon forgot
the precepts of the Christian religion, and passing from one degree of
wickedness to another, he at length stifled all remorse, put himself at the
head of a band of robbers and, taking to the highway, became the most
cruel and profligate of the whole band.    Some time after, St John was
again called to the same city, and when he had settled other affairs, said
to the bishop, " Restore to me the trust which Jesus Christ and I com*
mitted to you in presence of your church*"   The bishop was surprised,
imagining he meant some trust of money.   But the saint explained himself
that he spoke of the young man, and the soul of his brother which he had
entrusted to his care.   Then the bishop, with sighs and tears, said, " Alasl
he is dead/'   " What did he die of? " said our saint.   The bishop replied,
" He is dead to God, is turned robber, and instead of being in the church
with us, he hath seized on a mountain, where he lives with a company of
wicked men like himself,"   The holy apostle having heard this, rent his
garments and fetching a deep sigh said, with tears, " Oh I what a guardian
have I provided to watch over a brother's soul!"   Presently he called for
a horse and guide, and rode away to the mountain where the robber and
his gang kept their rendezvous; and being made prisoner by their sentinels,
he did not offer to fly or beg his life, but cried out, " It is for^this that I
am come;  lead me to your captain."   They conducted the saint to hks,
-who stood at first armed to receive him; but when he saw it was St John,
was seized with a mixture of shame and fear, and began to make off wth
precipitation and confusion.   The apostle, forgetting his feebleness and
old age, pursued him full speed, and cried out after him in these words:
"Child, why do you thus fly from me, your father, tuwrmed and m M
man?   My son, have compassion on me.   There is room for repentance;